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in Jena. As president of this Superior Court, which was later changed to the Supreme Appellate Court, he developed a varied literary activity and lived to a ripe old age.
Among the younger members of the Court circle at the time of Goethe's arrival were: Chamberlain von Kalb (it was he who escorted Goethe to Weimar), intellectual and clever, but insincere; Head Forester von Wedel, usually called "der schone Wedel/' "a frank fellow and a good hunter/' attractive because of his dry wit, the playmate of Karl August in early youth; and Chamberlain von Secken-dorff, formerly lieutenant colonel in Sardinia, like Einsiedel a poet, translator, and composer, but superior to him in talent. Goethe has portrayed him vividly in Ilmenau,6L with his long, finely shaped limbs, which in his ecstatic laziness he stretches out in all directions, -while he with great fervour sings a monotonous song about the dance of the heavenly spheres.
Not belonging to the nobility, but yet closely associated with the Court, were Musaus and Bertuch.
Musaus, at first pages' tutor, then teacher in the Gymnasium, had originally studied theology, but had lost his parish by dancing in public. His droll humour stands out as prominently in his life as in his writings and on the amateur stage. He is still known by his Volksmdrchen der Deutschen. Even before the publication of these tales he had acquired a literary reputation by his two satirical novels, Grandison der Zweite and Physiognomische Reisen. For the latter work Goethe gave him this rap on the fingers: "The muses say one thing, Musaus says another."
Bertuch, a native of Weimar, was a rare combination of scholarship, poetic talent, and commercial aptness. Originally a theologian, then a jurist, he received in 1775 the influential position of councillor and private secretary to the Duke, a position which gave him charge of the Duke's finances. He established his right to membership in the Court of the Muses by means of a collection of Wiegenlieder (1772), among which "A little lamb as white as snow" is still to-day the delight of German children, the tragedy